BEST AVAIUBLE COPY 

JUL 7.2005 7: 12PM • CCSLE6AL NO. 444 P. 3 


IWANEK 
10/500,170 
Page 3 

Pursuant to 37 CJ? JL 1.121(d), please amend the application drawings by substituting the 
replacement sheets 1/4 through 4/4 attached hereto for the drawing sheets originally filed with 
the application. The replacement sheets are in compliance wilh § 1 .84 and include all of the 

figures appearing on the inunediate prior version ofthe respective drawing sheet Furtheonore, 
each replacement sheet is labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the header. The replacemmt sheets 
are submitted to fonnalize the hand-written reference numerals in response to para^aph 3 of the 
Office Action. Marked-iqj copies of the amended drawing figures arc deemed unnecessary, and 
therefore, are not been included with this Amendment. However, AppUcant will submit a 
marted-up copy of any amended drawing figures if required by flic Examiner. 
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REMARKS 

By this Amendmeat, claim 2 is amended to conect a riunor deficiaicy. Claims 1 and 3-6 
remain as previously submitted in the Substitute Specificatioa filed on June 23, 2004. As a 
result, claims 1-6 sk pending in the plication. In addition, replacement drawing sheets 1/4 
flirough 4/4 are submitted herewitit 

Dranvings 

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Office Action, the Bxawiner recpures new conected 
drawings because the refisrence numbeis are hand-written in SMCh a way as to make the refcsrence 
numbers difScult to read. Replacement drawing sheets 1/4 thioug^l 4/4 in conyHance with 37 
CJFJR. 1.121(d) are attadtied hereto to replace Hie drawings sheets originally filed with the 
application. 

Claim Objections 

Pursuant to paragraph 4 of the Office Action, claim 1 [sic: Claim 2]. stands objected to for 
the informalities stated therein. Applicant has amended claim 2 to coneot minor defidency, 
as suggested by the Examiner. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to 
withdraw lbs objection to claim 2. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 102 

Pursuant to paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Office Action, claims 1-5 stand ig'ectedimder 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 4,948,220 fVioloetaLV The Eicaminer asserts ' 
that ViftlQ aL teach each and eveiy limitation of the rgected claims, and in particular, "at least 
two spKcing cassettes ananged in a holder (22A, 22B and 220 mounted on a withdrawdjle 
mounting device (66 and 68) ... The holder can also be pivoted fiom the first plane to a second 
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plane as shown in figure 8. As shown in the figure$, the first plane (shown in figure 1) and the 
second plane (as shown in figure 8) are at a 90 degree angle to one another.- See Office Action 
at page 3. 

AppHcant respectfiiUy traverses the rejection. Contraiy to the Examiner's assertions, 
VioloetaL does not identically disclose each and every limitation of independent claim 1. In tte 
first place, Violo et . al , fails to identically disclose a splicing cassette managecaeat system 
conning two or more splicing cassettes which are ammged in Asplidng cassette: holder. 
Instead. V j filff^ri, discloses «... in the upper portion, three supports 22A, 73B and 22C for 
optical fiber coiling loops and flber^to-fiber connectori, and, iA the lower portion, several 
compartments for storage of q)are loops of optical fibers . . Column 4, at lines 23-27. Thus, 
V^oloetal. teacher apatch box, cabinet or module for storing excess lengths and slack coils of 
jacketed optical fibers having fiber optic connectors mounted wpon at least one end. The 
si^rts 22A, 22B and 22C are not configured for splicing pairs of optical fibers, and 
fiirthermore, are not configured for holding splicing cassettes. Therefore. Violo eta], does not 
teach a plurality of splicing cassettes arranged in a spKcing cassette holder. 

Secondly, the supports 22A, 22B and 22C are not mounted on a withdrawable mounting 
device, moved together with the mounting device on a first plane, and pivoted from the first 
plane to a second plane. Instead, the supports are mounted on the withdrawable slides 66 by 
means of a rule 68 at an upper end of a rod 7 that is rotationally mounted between the slides 66. 
Thus, the supports 22A, 22B and 22C move with the rod 7 and sUdes 66 in a first plane parallel 
to the side walls 64 and 65 as indicated by the arrow T in FIG. 3. Next, the supports are rotated 
approximately 90 degrees about the rod 7 as indicated by the arrow R in FIG. 5 until they extend 
parallel to the guides 66 and the side walls 64 and 65, as best shown in HG. 7. Finally, each 
support rotates individually about the pivot axis A f« the first plane to the position of siq^port 
22B shown uiFIG. 8 and indicatedby arrow p. ggg column 6, line 62 through column 7, line 68. 
Thus, the supports 22A, 22B and 22C (which are not spKcing cassette holders) are not pivoted 
Scam, the first plane to a second plane, as required in claim 1. 
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Independent base claim 1 is patentable for at least the foregoing reasons. Claims 2-5 
depeod directly or indirectly ftom patentable base claim 1, and thus, are likewise allowable for at 
least the same reasons. Accordingly, AppUcantrespect£li% requests the Examiner to withdrsw 
the rgection of claims 1-5 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 VS.C. § 103 

Pursuant to paragr^hs 8 and 9 of the Office Action, claim 6 stands i^ected as being 
ui^tentable (i.e., obvious) over yioloetal. as ^yplied to claims 1-5 above, and further in view 
of Uiaited States Patent No. 5,335^49 to Kutschetal. The Examiner asserts that Violoetal. 
does not explicitly teach tibe pivoting device is in the form of a latching joLit, but tiiat Rutschet 
aL teach the use of pivoting latching joints. Thus, the Examiner conohides, it would have been 
obvious to one of oidinarjr ddll in the art at the time ibe invention was made to use a pivoting 
latching joim as tau^t by Kutsch et al. in the sphcing cassette management system as taught by 
Violoetal. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. Claim 6 depends indirectly fiompataitable 
base claim 1, and thus is likewise allowable for at least Ae same reasons. Accordingly, 
Applicant respectfully reqiiests the Examiner to withdraw the rejection of claim 6 und^ 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) 
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CONCLUSION 


view of the foregoing amexidments and reoaaxks, Applicant respectfully requests th© 
Examiner to withdraw the objection to the drawings and the rejections to the claixrus, and to 
reconsider the application as amended herein. This Amendment is fully responsive to the Office 
Action and places the application in condition for hnmediate allowance. Accordingly, Applicant 
respectfully requests the Examiner to issue a Notice of Allowability for the pending claims 1-6. 
Applicant encourages the Examiner to contact the imdexsigned directly to furtfaer flie prosecutioii 
of any remaining issues, and thereby expedite allowance of the iq)plicatioiL 

This Amendment does not result in xttore indq>endeQt Or total claims thaii^ paid for 
previously <i.e., 1 mdepeudent claim and 6 total claims). Accordingly^ no fee for excess claims 
is believed to be due. The Examiner is hereby anthoiized to any fee due in connection with the 
filing of this response, including any excess claims fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-2167. If a fee 
is required for an extension of time under 37 C.P.R. §1.136 not ahready accounted for, such an 
extension is requested and the fee should likerwise be charged to Deposit Account No, 19-2167. 
Any ov^ayment should be credited to Deposit Account No. 19-2167. 



Christopher C. Duemann 
Attorney for Appticant 
Registration No. 36,504 
P. 0. Box 489 
Hickory, N. C. 28603 
Telephone: 828/901-5904 
Facsiniile: 828/901-5206 

Dated: Jiilv 7, 2005 
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